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I. Answer the following questions in two or three sentences. Each question carries 2 marks. 

1. “I all alone beweep my outcast state.” What does “outcast state” refer to in “Sonnet 29?” 

2. Why is autumn called as the “bosom- friend of maturing sun?” 

3. Explain the figure of speech in “beneficent beasts of prey.” 

4. What is the significance of colour grey in the expression “grey hill?” 

5. Why is death addressed as “dear” in “Old Folks Laugh?” 

6. Why did the servant flee to Samarra? 

7. What were the two methods devised by Jerome to negate the comic element from his 

father’s story? 

8. How did Mrs. Mary Maloney get rid of the evidence? 

9. What was the condition of the car given by Uncle Raz? 

10. What type of a bore can be called as a “buttonholing bore?” 

11. How did Alexander of Abonutichus deceive people? 

12. What is the instruction given by Cornelia to Esmeralda? 

(Ceiling: 20 Marks) 

II. Answer the following questions in a paragraph. Each question carries 5 marks.  

13. Okara laments the loss of innocence in “Once Upon a Time.” Comment. 

14. Explain how “The Times They Are A-Changin” registers the poet’s protest against 

discrimination and oppression. 

15. Examine the irony present in the story “Lamb to the Slaughter.” 

16. Explain the meaning and significance of the title “Something Unspoken.” 

17. Examine the different types of bores mentioned in Lucas’ essay. 

18. How does Sagan establish his point that the best antidote for pseudoscience is Science? 

19. “When old folks laugh, they free the world.” Explain. 

(Ceiling: 30 Marks) 



III. Write an essay on any one of the following questions. The question carries 10 marks. 

20. Examine in detail how the author through the story “It Used to be Green Once” conveys 

the cultural aspects of Maori community. 

21. Discuss the inner conflicts experienced by Jerome and how he finally overcomes it. 

How does the story convey the absurdity of human life? 

(1 × 10 = 10 Marks) 
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