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Record of Apochrysa evanida Gerstaecker, 1893
(Neuroptera: Chrysopidae)
from the Western Ghats, India
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ABSTRACT:  Apochrysa evanida Gerstaecker, 1893 belonging to the Chrysopidae family of Neuroptera
is reported for the first time from the Western Ghats and Kerala state. The species is described with
its distribution.
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The order Neuroptera includes 5,813 species
worldwide (Oswald and Machado, 2018; Oswald,
2021) and 327 species reported from India, under
115 genera and 12 families (Singh et al., 2020).
Chrysopidae (geen lacewings) is the second-largest
family of Neuroptera with over 1,200 species
belonging to 80 genera (Brooks and Barnard, 1990)
from the world, of which 70 species under 22 genera
have been reported from India (Singh et al., 2020).
Chrysopidae comprises three extant subfamilies:
Nothochrysinae, Chrysopinae and Apochrysinae.
Apochrysinae (delicate lacewings) is the smallest
subfamily, globally comprises 26 species under six
genera. Only three species under two genera are
known from India (Joguina nicobarica (Brauer,
1864) from Assam, Joguina unimaculata
Winterton, Balakrishnan and Chenthamarakshan,
2021 from Kerala and Apochrysa evanida
Gerstaecker, 1893 from Karnataka) (Ghosh, 2000;
Winterton and Brooks, 2002; Chandra and Sharma,
2009; Winterton and Gupta, 2020; Winterton et al.,
2021). Apochrysa Schneider is the predominant

genera of Apochrysinae with 10 species reported
worldwide (Winterton and Gupta, 2020). Species
under this genus are distributed throughout the
world, including Afrotropical, Palaearctic, Oriental
and Oceanian realms. A. evanida (vanishing
delicate lacewing) is the only species reported under
Apochrysa from India, but it is not reported so far
from the Western Ghats region (Ankita Gupta, Pers.
comm.) (Winterton and Gupta, 2020). A. evanida
was collected from the Western Ghats as well as
from Kerala and details presented.

Specimens were collected using a sweep net from
Valliyoorkavu, Wayanad. The surrounding habitat
is semi-closed forest with large trees and thick
vegetation. Later the collected specimens were
killed with 2 to 3 drops of ethyl acetate using a
killing jar. After this, specimens were dried and held
on entomological pins with proper labelling. The
specimens were examined under Labomed Luxeo
6Z Stereomicroscope. The terminology of wing
venation and identification followed Breitkreuz et


