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1.1 INTRODUCTION 

India is a large country having substantial agricultural diversities. 

Different regions exhibit entirely different characteristics so that no one Plan can 

be conceived for all agricultural regions of the country. The share of agriculture 

in national income is often taken as an indicator of economic development. 

Agriculture sector in India has demonstrated an admirable performance over the 

past four decades but still there is abundant scope to improve for occupying the 

premier position in the global market. India is a large country having substantial 

agricultural diversities. Different regions exhibit entirely different characteristics 

so that no one Plan can be conceived for all agricultural regions of the country. 

The share of agriculture in national income is often taken as an indicator of 

economic development. Agriculture sector in India has demonstrated an 

admirable performance over the past four decades but still there is abundant scope 

to improve for occupying the premier position in the global market. With a 24.2 

per cent contribution to gross domestic product, the sector provides employment 

to 56.7 per cent of country’s work force and it is the single largest private sector 

occupation. Growth of real GDP originating from agriculture and allied sectors in 

the country decelerated sharply to 1.1 per cent during 2004-05 from 9.6 per cent 

a year ago due to uneven and deficient South West monsoon. Over all GDP growth 

in 2004-05 was 6.9 per cent at the national level. 

The agriculture sector has undergone changes in terms of ownership 

of land, cropping pattern, cultivation practices, technology and intensity of 

cultivation in India. Cropping pattern refers to the proportion of land under 

cultivation of different crops at different points of time. This indicates the time 

and arrangement of crops in a particular land area. 

At the beginning of the present century nearly 83 per cent of the total 

cultivable land of India was put under food crops and the remaining 17 per cent 

was put under non-food crops. But in 1944-45, there was a change in the cropping 
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pattern in India and area under food crops came down to 80 per cent and the area 

under non-food crops slightly increased to 20 per cent. 

 

These changes in the cropping pattern mainly occurred due to 

increase in the prices of non-food grains or cash crops. After independence take 

a lot of changes had been recorded in respect of cropping pattern in India. If the 

case of Kerala there is a shift from the cultivation of food crops to cash crops due 

to increase in the import of food crops from other states. 

 

In our study concerns with Wayanad. If we take the case of Wayanad, 

it is believed to be originated from the local name Wayanad-the land of paddy 

fields', now shows only six per cent area under rice. Wayanad is known for 

speciality rice varieties like Jeerakasala and Gandhakasala which are the scented 

varieties. But its area of cultivation has decreased to mere 15 per cent Conversion 

of paddy fields for non-paddy and non-agricultural proposes are commonly 

observed. 

 

The threat of losing mortgaged homes and agricultural land, the 

perennially low prices of cash crops, and their falling demand, attack of crops by 

wild-animals, buffer zone issues, ecological issues and health issues caused by 

the high use of fertilizers and pesticides are the other main problems faced by 

farmers of Wayanad. 

1.2 MEANING OF LAND USE AND CROPPING PATTERN 

Land is the basic resource of human society. Its utilization shows a 

reciprocal relationship between the prevailing ecological conditions of a 

particular region and man. Land use is mainly related to the optimum use of the 

limited land between the alternative major types of land use. In India. Major types 

of land use include firstly agricultural land which are classified as non-irrigated 

land, irrigated land, dry lands and grazing lands, secondly village orchards or 
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