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DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY 

(ACADEMIC YEAR 2022-2023) 
Introduction  

 Student-centered learning means inverting the traditional teacher-centered 

understanding of the learning process and putting students at the centre of the learning process. 

Through peer-to-peer interaction, collaborative thinking can lead to an abundance of knowledge. 

In placing a teacher closer to a peer level, knowledge and learning is enhanced, benefitting the 

student and classroom overall. 

 
2.3.1 (a)- 

Participative 
Learning 

National Seminar 
Turtle Release 

 
NATIONAL SEMINAR - Recent trends in floral and faunal invasion in Kerala 

Programme Report:  

Invasion by alien species is of major concern in maintaining the biodiversity and richness of our 

natural forested landscapes and ecosystems. To create awareness and to interact with experts in 

the field, the Department of Botany and Zoology in association with the biodiversity club, Christ 

College (Autonomous), Irinjalakuda jointly conducted a two-day national seminar entitled “Recent 

trends in Floral and Faunal Invasion in Kerala” on 8th and 9th February 2023 as an apart of World 

Wetland Day 2023. The programme was conducted in co-sponsorship with the Kerala State 
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Council for Science Technology and Environment (KSCSTE) and Kerala State Biodiversity Board 

(KSBB). Dr. T V Sajeev, Chief Scientist and Registrar-in-charge, KSCSTE – Kerala Forest 

Research Institute delivered the Keynote address of the seminar. He shared his on-field experience 

in working with invasive species and the successes and failures he came across in these years of 

research. Dr Maneetha T K, Assistant Professor and Head, Department of Zoology, Mahatma 

Gandhi Memorial College, Udupi, Karnataka, Dr C P Shaji, Conservation biologist, Malabar 

Natural History Society, Calicut, Dr Prashant Narayanan S, Research Associate, Advanced Centre 

for Environmental Studies and Sustainable development, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, 

Mr Ranjith C R, Beat Forest Officer, Chimmony wildlife sanctuary, Peechi wildlife division and 

Dr R Soumya, Assistant Professor (Adhoc), Department of Botany, Christ College (Autonomous), 

Irinjalakuda as the other resource persons for the programme. They enlightened the audience with 

the different invasive fishes, invasive earthworms and invasive flora of Kerala and the threat they 

are causing to the ecosystem of the state. The infestation by Lantana camara, Chromolaena 

odorata and Achatina fulica in Kerala was discussed in detail by the resource persons. Research 

papers by research scholars and students were also invited to which 17 abstracts were received and 

15 students participated in the oral presentation. The best oral presentation was awarded with a 

certificate and memento. There were more than 100 participants in the programme. A book of 

abstracts was distributed among the participants.  The seminar published a proceeding with ISBN 

including the full research paper of the oral presentation. Prof. E. J. Vincent, Coordinator, PG 

Botany and Dr Sudhikumar A. V., Head, Department of Zoology were the coordinators of the 

programme. Dr. Bijoy C. and Dr. R Soumya were the convener and organizing secretary of the 

seminar respectively.  

 

Programme Outcome:  

The participants brainstormed with the idea of ecosystem conservation, and invasive species. 
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Brochure: 
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Attendance: 
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Geotag photos: 
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Turtle Release Programme - Programme Report:  

In connection with world wild life day 2023, Kerala Forest department, social forestry, 

Thrissur division range collaborated with Department of Zoology and Bio-diversity club of Christ 

(Autonomous) College, Irinjalakuda organized ‘Turtle Releasing Programme’ at Panchavadi, 

Chavakkad on 27th February, 2023 at 4pm. Twenty-four graduate and post graduate students along 

with 4 faculties participated in the event.  

The species of concern is Olive ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea) which is vulnerable 

according to the conservation status of IUCN. Panchavadi in Chavakkad is the only place where 

the nesting of Olive ridley’s takes place. This site is protected under the department of Kerala 

Forest. All the participant got the chance to release the hatchlings to guide their way to the Arabian 

sea.  

 

Programme Outcome: The participants got a righteous understanding for the preservation of 
Mother Nature. And, the turtle hatchlings were secured.  
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