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RESEARCH AND POSTGRADUATE DEPARTMENT OF Z0OOLOGY,
CHRIST COLLEGE, IRINJALAKUDA- 680125

REPORT

National seminar- “Faunal diversity and recent trends in animal taxonomy” conducted
on 20 and 21 of December 2017 at Seminar Hall, Christ College, Irinj alakuda.

Programme on 20/12/2017

The seminar was inaugurated by Dr. K.K. Joshi, Head and Principal Scientist,
Marine Biodiversity Division, CMFRI, Kochi. The inaugural session was presided over by
Fr. Jacob Njerinjampilly C.M.I, Manager, Christ College, Irinjalakuda. Principal-in -
charge, Dr. Mathew Paul Ukken gave the message. The gathering was welcomed by Dr.
Pius K. Jacob, Head, Dept. of Zoology.

After inaugural session, the first technical session began by 11.00 am with the
keynote address by Dr. KX Joshi, on “Marine Ichthyofaunal diversity of India”. This
session was chaired by Associate Professor, Dr. V.F. Paul (Retd.).

After lunch, the second session (2.00-3.00 p.m.) of the day began with the talk by
Dr. John Prasanth Jacob, Scientist F, IFGTB Coimbatore, on “Insect pest diversity in
plantation forestry”. This session was chaired by Dr. Balu T Kuzhuveli, Retd. Associate
Professor, Dept. of Zoology, Christ College, Irinjalakuda. Dr. P.M. Sureshan Scientist D,
ZSI Calicut gave a talk on “Classical taxonomy-relevance in biodiversity
documentation” during the third session of the day (3.15-4.15pm). This session was
chaired by Dr. Pius K. Jacob, Head of the dept. of Zoology. First session of the paper
presentation started at 4.15 pm and ended at 5.15 pm. This session was chaired by Dr. Balu
T. Kuzhuveli, Retd. Associate Professor, Dept. of Zoology, and Dr. Tessy Paul P,
Associate Professor, Dept. of Botany, Christ College, Irinjalakuda.

Programme on 21/12/2017

The fourth technical session (9:30 am to 11:00 am) of the seminar started with the
talk by Dr. Aneesh E. M., Director. CDRL, St. Joseph’s college, Irinjalakuda on
“Diversity and vectorial capacity of mosquitoes” which was chaired by Dr. C. O. Joshi,
Associate Professor, Christ College, Irinjalakuda.

The second session of the paper presentation started at 11:15 am and ended at 1:00
pm which was chaired by Dr. Balu T Kuzhuveli, Retd. Associate Professor, Dept. of
Zoology, and Dr. Tessy Paul P, Associate Professor, Dept. of Botany, Christ College,
Irinjalakuda.



There were a total of 23 presentations of students, research scholars and young
faculty from various colleges of South India. Best presentation award was won by Ranjini
Rajan N., Research scholar, Dept. of Zoology, Government College, Kasaragod.

The last technical session of the seminar (1.30-2.30 p.m.) started with the talk by
Dr. Ramachandran Kotharambath, Assistant Professor, Central University of Kerala, on
“The new Taxonomy-The paradigm shift and recent turbulence in describing
species”. The valedictory function was inaugurated by the chief guest, Dr. Ramachandran
Kotharambath, which was presided over by Principal, Dr. Mathew Paul Ukken. Summing
up of the presentations was done by Dr. Balu T. Kuzhivelil and the Best presentation
award was declared by Dr. Tessy Paul P. The seminar came to a happy end at 3.30p.m
with National anthem.

SUMMARY

e There were a total of 11} participants.

e There were five invited talks and 31 original research papers.

e An oral presentation contest was organized and the best presenter was awarded with
a certificate of merit and a cash award of Rs. 3000/-

e India, particularly the state of Kerala is rich in faunal diversity; many species are
yet to be identified and more research and funding are required in this area.

e Application of molecular tools in taxonomic research is the need of the time.
Studies in this direction are to be supported.

e Concerns were raised about doing taxonomy without voucher specimens and
emphasized the need for building up a flexible approach for describing species.

e Highlighted the need for exploring botanical derivatives as a powerful weapon in
preventing deadly transmission of vector borne diseases.

o Stressed the importance of integrative taxonomy; different novel tools should
supplement classical taxonomy instead of replacing it.

e Emphasized the advantage of insect feeding resistance thereby enhancing crop
productivity and management of pest and diseases.

e Highlighted the need for implementation of reference point and notification of
massive reserves for protection and conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity.
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National Seminar on

FAUNAL DIVERSITY AND RECENT TRENDS IN ANIMAL TAXONOMY
Programme

DAY 1: 20-12-2017 (Wednesday)
09.30 am: Registration

09.55 am: Prayer (Bettina Benny)
10.00 am: Inauguration Ceremony
Welcome - Dr. Pius K. Jacob, Head of the Department and Coordinator
Presidential address - Fr. Jacob Njerinjampilly CMI, Manager
Principal’s message - Dr. Mathew Paul Ukken
Lighting the lamp
Inaugural Address - Dr. K. K. Joshi, CMFRI
Vote of Thanks - Dr. Abhilash Peter, Organizing secretary
11.00 am: Tea break
11.15 am: Keynote address  : Marine Ichthyofaunal diversity of India
Dr. K. K. Joshi, Head & Principal Scientist,
Marine Biodiversity Division, CMEFRI, Kochi, Kerala
01.00 pm: Lunch break

02.00 pm: Talk: Insect pest diversity in plantation forestry
Dr. John Prasanth Jacob, Scientist F, IFGTB, Coimbatore

03.00 pm: Tea break

03.15 pm - 04.15: Classical taxonomy - relevance in biodiversity documentation
Dr. P.M. Sureshan, Scientist D, ZSI, Calicut.

04.15 pm - 05.15 pm: Paper presentation Session I



DAY 2: 21-12-2017 (Thursday)

09.30 am: Talk: Diversity and vectorial capacity of mosquitoes
Dr. Aneesh E.M., Director, CDRL, St. Joseph’s College, Irinjalakuda

11.00 am: Tea break

11.15 am - 01.00: Paper presentation Session II

01.00 pm: Lunch break

01.30 pm: Talk: The new taxonomy - the paradigm shift and recent turbulence in describing species
Dr. Ramachandran Kotharambath, Central University of Kerala

03.30 pm: Valedictory function

Welcome : Dr. Joshi C.0., Organizing committee member
Presidential address : Dr. Mathew Paul Ukken, Principal-in-Charge
Address by Chief Guest : Dr. Ramachandran Kotharambath

Summing up of the presentations : Dr. Balu T. Kuzhivelil, Jury

Declaration of the ‘Best Presentation Award’: Dr. Tessy Paul, Jury
Prize distribution : Dr. Ramachandran Kotharambath

Vote of Thanks : Dr. Leyon Varghese, Organizing committee member

04.00 pm: National Anthem



National Seminar on

FAUNAL DIVERSITY AND RECENT TRENDS IN ANIMAL TAXONOMY

TIME SCHEDULE OF ORAL PRESENTATIONS

Time schedule of oral presentations on 20-12-2017

PAPER PRESENTATION SESSION I

SI. Time OP No. and Title

No.

L 12.00- | OP12 - Miriam Paul Sreeram et al. - Revision of the fishes of the
12.10 | family Lutjanidae (Pisces: Perciformes) of India

2. 12.10- | OP09 - Krishnapriya & Binoy - Studies on soil arthropod diversity in a
12.20 | tropical deciduous forest, Thrissur district, Kerala

3 12.20- | OP11 - Maneesha & Joyce - A study of melanophore behaviour in an
12.30 | exotic and endemic fish

4. 12.30- | OP28 - Thobias et al. - Taxonomy of fishes of the family Belonidae
12.40 | (Teleostei: Beloniformes)

o 12.40- | OP29 - Usha & Joyce - Bag morphology of commonly occurring
12.50 | bagworms in Kerala - a taxonomic tool by ivh

6. 12.50- | OP31 - Vinaya & Binoy - Preliminary observations on the biodiversity
01.00 | of mangroves in Kerala region

7 01.00- | OP25 - Srinila & Sobha - A survey on species composition of the
01.10 | heronry in Thirunavaya and Kuttippuram of Malappuram district, Kerala

with special reference to conservation strategies
Time schedule of oral presentations on 21-12-2017
PAPER PRESENTATION SESSION IT

8. 10.30- | OP02 - Brinesh - Studies on the cercarial fauna of a few wetland
10.40 | regions of Thrissur district, Kerala

9. 10.40- | OP03 - Desny & Britto - Hatchery rearing of ornamental fish, Poecilia
10.50 | reticulata using different zooplankton live feeds

10. 10.50- | OP06 - Greeshma & Kezia - A study on the avifauna of Adat kole
11.00 | wetland, Thrissur

R 11.00- | OPO7 - Jilsy & Joyce - Morphometrics, wing venation and pattern used
11.10 | as a tool for taxonomic study of nymphalid butterflies

12, 11.10- | OP13 - Mubasheera & Joyce - First report of Lycanidae taxocoenosis
11.20 | in monocropped areas of Malappuram, Kerala

. 11.20- | OP15 - Jimmy et al. - Diversity of spiders (Arachnida: Araneae) in
11.30 | tropical montane cloud forests of Eravikulam shola national park in

Western Ghats




14. 11.30- | OP17 - Priya & Sebastian - Molecular phylogeny and genetic analysis
11.40 | of Melanitis leda using COI gene

15: 11.40- | OP18 - Ranjini & Ghosh - SEM analysis of morphological features of
11.50 | Myllocerus viridanus Fabricius (Coleoptera: Curculionidae)

16. 11.50- | OP19 - Reshma & Sudhikumar - Faunistic diversity of spiders in
12.00 | Chulannur peafowl sanctuary, Kerala

&7 12.00- | OP20 - Rukhsana & Sebastian - Genetic structure and molecular
12.10 | phylogeny analysis of Meteoridea hutsoni Nixon, a larval-pupal

parasitoid of coconut black headed caterpillar, Opisina arenosella Walker

18 12.10- | OP22 - Santhosh et al. - A survey on predatory mites (Acari:
12.20 | Prostigmata: Cheyletidae) inhabiting medicinal plants in north Kerala

19. 12.20- | OP24 - Sreedharan Namboodiri & Ghosh - Taxonomy and diversity
12.30 | of subfamily Lamiinae (Insecta: Coleoptera: Cerambycidae) of Kerala

20. 12.30- | OP23 - Sneha & Kakkassery - A preliminary study on diversity of
12.40 | insects inhabited in tree-holes at selected areas of Puthur panchayath,

Thrissur district, Kerala

21, 12.40- | OP21 - Sanila & Vimala - Study of behavioural changes during sleep in
12.50 | some selected fishes

27 12.50- | OP30 - Vandhana & Sajeev - Studies on the pest of lac insect host
01.00 | plants, Flemingia semialata and Flemingia macrophylla in Kerala

23. 01.00- | Late abstract - Roshni & Asha Devi - Observations on the community
01.10 | structure of mesozooplankton on a revisit in the seas during spring inter

monsoon
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