1|Page

Scholars Connect
Research Outreach

Initiative

In association with IQAC and CCRCPC

REPORT

Popular lecture series session 1

Date: 29/01/2024

Venue: Saint Chavara Seminar Hall

Coordinator: Shehanaz U

Inaugural ceremony of popular lecture series a research outreach initiative
by scholars connect took place on January 29 2024 at 2 pm. Dr. linto alappat
welcomed the gathering followed by the inaugural address by Fr. Dr. jolly
Andrews. Ms. Famy Francis delivered the felicitation and Ms. Shehanaz U
expressed vote of thanks. The lecture on schedule was delivered by Vivek
chandran A, Research scholar, dept. Geology and Environmental science on
the topic “Dragon flies and damsel flies: indicators of ecosystem health”. The
30 min talk was followed by 10 min discussion session. The session ended

after official meeting of scholars connect.
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by Vivek Chandran. This thought-provoking event pro
enlightening experience, offering valuable insights into ¢
damselflies: Indicators of ecosystem health’.

Abstract

Odonata, commonly known as dragonfles and damseiflies, constitute a diverse order of insects with
over 6,000 known spedes worldwide. These fascinating nsects play a crucal role i various
ecosysterns, contributing significantly to both terrestrial and aguatic food webs. re
charactenized by their agde flight, unique mating behaviours, and distinct life stages, including a
mymphs and airborne adults. Ecologically, odonates serve as effective predators, Y
populations of various insects, including mosguitoes and other pests. Their predatary role b
maintain 2 balance in ecosystems and contributes to the overall health of aguatic and te :
emwronments. Additionaly, dragonflies and damselflies are important prey for birds, amphibians, and
other insectiveres, further enhancing their ecological significance within food chans.

Due to their complex life cycles, reliance on healthy freshwater ecosystems, and e in aguabc
focd chains, odonates are considered excellent biological indicators. Their ans nce
=gnal the quality and bicdiversity of wetland areas. Pollution, habitat al ar &m
mulwwsmmuwmmmmmmmmaom . ecclogical

community. Odanates, thus, fill cribcal

changes in their populations can be
imervention or protection. Unde
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